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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A Method method of fabricating an optical fiber, 

comprising the following steps: a silica bas e d glassy mat e rial, wh e r e in deut e rium is inj e ct e d in a 
fiber drawing d e vic e 

providing a fiber drawing device; 

introducing a perform into the fiber drawing device, the perform includes silica doped 
with at least one of germanium and fluorine; and 

injecting deuterium into the fiber drawing device to reduce OH-content in the fiber 
drawing device when drawing of the optical fiber therethrough . 

Claim 2 (original): Method according to claim 1 5 wherein the deuterium is injected as 
part of a gas mixture. 

Claim 3 (original): Method according to claim 1 5 wherein the deuterium is contained 
in an atmosphere of inert and/or appropriate protective gases, in particular a nitrogen, helium or 
C02 atmosphere. 
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Claim 4 (original): Method according to claim 3, wherein the helium atmosphere 
contains about 1% deuterium. 

Claim 5 (original): Method according to claim 1 5 wherein deuterium is introduced into 
the fiber drawing device before and/or after drawing the optical fiber. 

Claims 6 and 7: (canceled). 
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